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To a Young .Vinister of the Gospel. 
LETTER I. 

(Concluded from No. i, pa, 25.] 

Section 2.—In the third centu- 
ry, the seeds of error which were 
sown in the second, began to ger- 
minate; the bishops began to teel 
their influence and superiority, 
especially those who had charge 
of the greatest number, or of the 
most opulent churches, began gra- 
dually to encroach on the rights 
and privileges of the presbyters 
and the people. The metropoli- 
tan bishops or such as had been 
vested with the power of calling 
councils, and of presiding in them, 
arrogated to themselves the su- 
periority over the other bishops; 
the bishops of Rome, Antioch, 
and Alexandria, as being at the 
head of primitive and apostolic 
churches, claimed a kind of pre- 
eminence above the rest, and were 
frequently consulted in difficult 
cases, although it does not appear 
that their advice was always fol- 
lowed ; councils were held it would 
secm, to carry points, and obtain 
victories, rather than to establish 
truth and detect error ; sharp con- 
tenttons and violent animiositics, 





‘ber of the doctrin 





frequently occurred between the 
bishops; the bone of contention 
seemed to be, “ who should be the 


ere atest. 


It does not appear, that any 
material alterations took place in 
this century, as it respected the 
fundamental doctrines of the gos- 
pel; but several preachers were 
rais¢d in the chrisuan church who, 
previously to’ th eir conversion to 
christianity, had been heathen phi- 
losophers ef the Platonic order 3 
these being attached to the max- 
ims of their master Plato, brought 
with them into the church a num- 
es and absurd 
cpinions, which they had been 
taucht in the school of Plato, so 
that the scriptures were often dis- 
torted from their obvious and lite- 
ral meaning, to force them to com- 
port with the maxims of a vain 
philosophy, which cast a veil of 
obscurity over the beautiful sim- 
plicity of the gospel, and intro- 
duced anumber of ridiculous rites 
and ceremonies, crroneous max- 
ims, and absurd superstitious opi- 
nions, which being mixed with 
the doctrines of the gospel, eclips- 
ed its lustre, and had a poisonous 
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influence in after ages; first, the 
Platonic’s had reccived it as a 
maxim, “that it was no harm to 
deceive, when the cause of virtue 
esas promoted thereby’’—that this 
absurd maxim was received by a 
number of christian professors in 
this century, there can be no doubt, 
as fully appears by the number of 
spurious writings & forged books 
which appeared amongst them at 
this time, pretended to have been 
written either by the apostles 
themselves, or by some apostolic 
Yather of high celebrity; hence 
the religious cheats and piqus 
frauds which disgraced the church 
in succeeding ages. 

But a second and more mis- 
chievous*opinion obtained credit 
amongst the christians of this cen- 
tury, which cast a cloud of mys- 
tical darkness over the christian 
worship, the sad effects of which, 
in many places, are visible at the 
present time. 

Ii vas a received opinion among 
the disciples of Plato, that “there 
existed vast multitudes of evil spi- 
rits, called Genu, or Demons’ 
that “ these demons were continu- 
ally hovering over human bodies, 
towards which they were drawn 
with intense desire’*—that the hu- 
san family were net so much in- 
clined to evil actions by an innate 
cepravity, or by the examples and 
imfiuence of others, as by the in- 
fluence of these evil spirits, which 
were continually exciting them to 
evilactions. ‘These absurd opini- 
ons, being transplanted into the 
christian church, became a fruit- 
ful source of error and supersti- 
tion; hence arose the ridiculous 


} 





notions of magic,witchcraft, spells, ' 
enchantments, incantations, exor-| stain from marriage, and to with- 
cisms, and such like religious tool-; draw from society, and by prayer, 


ries, and which gave rise “toa 


mew 


~ 


was called the I:xorcist, who as. 
sumed a pretended power over 
these wicked spirits to eject, con- 
troul, and bind them at pleasure 

These notions being once set j, 


motion amongst the professors of 


christianity, drew from their hor- 
rid fecundity an incredible num- 
ber of absurdities, which were ad- 
ded to the doctrines of Christ and 
his Apostles. 

Ist. That all excommunicated 
persons were given over to the 
dominion of these demons, in con- 
sequence of which, they were 
shunned by all christians: as per- 
sons infected by some pestilentia! 
diecease. 

ed. That these demons had a 
great influence over persons who 
wer . Se in the bonds of wed- 
n'y therefore, numbers avoided 
marriage, so that the unmarried 
clergy were held in higher esteem 
and veneration, than the married, 
and this notion kept pace with thé 
increase of superstition, and in 
process of time produced the celi- 
bacy of the Romish clergy, and 


"—j all its pernicious effects. 


Sd. This doctrine of the demons 
also produced an opinion, that eve- 
ry unbaptized person was under 
the influence of some evil spirit, 
so that when any person was about 
to be baptized, an exorcist attend- 
ed at the water, who, by his me- 
nacing and formidable shouts, and 
declamation, delivered the candi- 
date from the power of darkness ; 
and then, by baptism he was con- 
secrated to the service of the liv- 
ine God. Also, an opinion pre. 
vailed among some, that the sur- 
est way to combat and conquer 
these wicked demons, was to ab- 


‘fasting, contemplation, and mor- 


oficer in the church, who) tifying the body, draw the soul to 














re 


a closer union with God, and by; him in his lost 
this means destroy the influence! vilege: . 


of these demons. | 
“ This method of reasoning pro-! < 


duced very strange effects, and’ charity. his faith, 
ves and deserts, gospel requires. 


drove many into c 
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t and forfeited pr.- 


The great salvation, 
} 


at wched by our Saviour ond his 


d on fai ith “i 


vy hich th 
and which ‘'s 


xstles is “fo unde 


where tliey thacthited their bodies sential to make men real tng 


with hunger and thirst, and sub-' 
mitted to all the miseries that a. 
gloomy imagination could pre-, 
scribe; where they lived lives more 
worthy of savage animals, than 
of rational beings. This was the’ 
rise and origin of the monks and 
hermits. 

“ The sign of the cross was also: 
supposed to administer a victori- 
ous power over all sorts id trials 
and calamities, and was more es- 
pecially considered as the surest 
defence against the snares and 
stratagems of malignant spirits— 
and hence it was, that no chris- 
tian undertook any thing of mo- 
ment, without arming himself with 


the influence of this triumphant 
>> 


ou eR 


Error and superstition common- 
ly go hand in hand, and when com- 
bined, are very prolific. The di- 
vine religion which the almighty 
parent of good sent to mankind. 
through the gift of his son, was 
no deubt, in the end, to be condu 
Cive to their greatest good, anc 
chieffelicity. Man, who was cre- 
ated upright, and in the mora. 
image of his creator, is, by reason 
of sin and transgression, misera- 
bly and fearfully depraved in every 
faculty and power of the soul— 
and, consequently has lost all uni- 
on and communion with his God, 


tians, is not only a rationa 
suasion ; 


| per- 

and assent of the mind to 

the external testimony of the scrip- 

tures; but it also embraces the 

reception of a divine internal wit- 

ness by the operation of the holy 

spirit; a faith that purifies the 

heart and works by love, or in 

other words, a divine principle 

nroduced in the soul by the ope- 

‘ration of the holy spirit, which 

has for its object supreme love to 

God and universal benevolence to 

mankind. 

Our Lord himself taught this 
important doctrine,* and as it 1s 
far beyond the power and ability 
ofany mortal to effect this change, 
either in himself or in others, he 
has promised that his holy spirit 
should attend his ministers alway, 
even to the erid of the world.— 
The apostle were endowed with 
the extraordinary gifts of the holy 
ghost, they were empowere ed to 
mpart those gifts to others, thro’ 

the laying on of their hands; but 
| they were informed, that these 
rifts should cease,t and, as soon 
2s the progress of the gospel ren- 
dered divine interpositions unne- 
cessary, these extraordinary gifts 
did cease. The apostles preached 
and insisted on the work of regen- 
eration as 2 work of God’s holy 
spirit, and which (notwithstanding 


and rendered himself incapable of] their extraordinary gifts) they had 
tal pen 1 The God of love, 

N pity to fallen mortals, sent his 
a begotten Son into the world 
to become a ransom for lost sin- 
ners, and by this means to recon- 


no power to effect. This inward 
change, which always includes a 








“John it, 13111. 5, 6, 
+1 Cor. xin. 8. 





cile man to God, and to reinsta 
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divine faith, they continually in-' they, indeed, preserved the sha- 
sisted on as a prerequisite to bap-;dow, but entirely lost the sub- 
tism and church membership.*—) stance—they speak of baptism, 
They looked on baptism as noth-!and regeneration, as one and the 


ing more than a positive institute} same thing; 


of a figurative nature, a figure of | 
the object of salvation, to wit, the 


death, burial, and sade teeitlinis ot 


Jesus Christ; a figure of regene- 
ration, by a death, and burial of 
of the old man of sin, and a re- 
surrection to a newness of life,t+ 
a figure of the pardon or washing 
away of sin through the blood of 
Christ.{ They explained the or- 
dinance of the Lord’s suppcr, as 
a spiritual symbol, commemora- 
tive of the great sacrifice of atone- 
ment, by the offcring of Jesus 
Christ; and our feeding on him 
by faith.|| The bishops and doc- 
tors of the second century, from 
the best accounts we are able to 
obtain, seem to have adhered to 
the apostolic doctrines alluded to 
above; they indeed instituted the 
order of Catechumens, but the 
Catechumens were instructed in- 
to the nature and necessity of re- 
generation, as well as into the 
principal doctrines of the gospel, 
and were not admitted to baptism 
until they could give a rational ac- 
count of a work of grace working 
in them repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

But the middle age of the third 
century seems to have been very 
fruitful of errors, the bishops and 
doctors of this superstitious age 
seem to have imbibed erroneous 
opinions, and preached new doc- 
trines respecting the nature and) 


design of these sacred ordinances; gy determtne 





* Acts vit. 37. 

+ Rom. v1. 4—Col. 11. 12. 

+1 Peter 111. 21. 

1 Cor. x. l6—Luke xx. 19.° 





nay, they call bap- 
tism regeneration, and illumina- 
tion, and the place of the admin- 
istration of baptism the lover of 
regeneration, and the illuminato- 
ry. They assert, that the fruit of 
baptism was the immediate remis- 
sion of sins, and that, the laying 
on of the hands and prayer of the 
bishop, imparted to the baptized 
those influences of the holy ghost, 
which were necessary to a life of 
holiness and virtue, this the wr- 


tings of these fathers fully and 
unequivocally express. Cyprian 
bishop of Carthage, in his 78th 


epistle, expresses himself in the 
following manner. ‘It is mani- 
fest where, and by whom, ¢he re- 
mission of sins which is confer- 
red in bapfitisin, is administered. 
They who are presented to the 
rulers of the church odsain, by our 
pravers and imposition of hands, 
the holy ghost.’’ See also Euse- 
bius, Hist. Eccles. lib. 7, cap. 8. 
Another pernicious crror, and the 
counterpart of the above was 
broached about the same time, 
*¢ That baptism was essentially ne- 
cessary to salvation,* and that all 
who died without baptism were 
certainly lost; even if a Catechu- 
men died before he was baptized, 
he was doomed to everlasting per- 
dition, except he suffered martyr- 





* This doctrine is an esiablished tene’ 
of the church of Rome down to the pre 
sent time—and tf the church of England 
does not hold this doctrine, it is difficult 
what she means by ceriain 
expressions found both in her order of 
‘baptism, and in her public catechism.— 
' See the common prayer book of the church 
‘of England, order of public baptism of 
imfante, alsa the catechism of the saye 
church, 
































dom, and then his sufferings were 
believed to be a sutlicient bap-; 
tigm.’’* 

By this we may easily under-j 
stand the customary proccss by 
which the clergy of the third cen- 
tury made men christians, (such 
as they were). ‘hey sought out, 
Catechumens where they could 
find them; they put them on the 
catechetical list, and received them 
by the sign of the cross; they were 
instructed in some of the leading 
doctrines of the Gospel; they were 
taught to repeat certain creeds, 
answer certain questions, and to 
commit to memory certain dog- 
mas, and to prepare themselves 
by fasting and prayer for baptism, 
which was administered at Laster, 
or Whitsuntide only, except in 
cases of urgent necessity, such as 
danger of death, &c. On Easter 
eve, they repaired to the place of 
baptism, where the Exorcist, by 
his formidable shouts and incan- 
iationss drove away the evil de- 
mons—the candidates were then 
immersed, in the name of the sa- 
cred trinity, and alter the imposi- 
tion of hands by the bishop, they re- 
turned home adorned with crowns, 
and arrayed in white garments as 
yacred emblems; the former, of 
their victory over sin and the 
world, and the latter, of their in- 
ward purity and innocence.—Mo- 
sheim, cent. 111, ft. I, C. IV. 8. Iv. 

From the foregoing considera- 
lions, it is no wonder that we find 
the bishops of this age arrogating | 
io themselves a pre-eminence and 
power which they were forbidden 


cee 
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* It is the opinion of a number of pious | 
and learned divines, that it was this ab-' 
surd and zroundless opinian which first | 
Save rise to the baptism of infants, for 
we can find no certain accuunts of such 


> 
tury, 
ae 
























39 


to assume, by their lord and sa- 
viour. Baptism, with them, was 
the certain washing away of sins, 
and the bishops alone had the 
right of administering baptism, or 
if a presbyter or a deacon admin- 
istered that ordinance, it was by 
an express order from the bishop ; 
the bishop alone could confer the 
holy spirit by the laying on of his 
hands; therefore, the whole pow- 
er of making christians (such as 
they were) was vested in the epis- 
copal dignity; so that while the 
ancient form of eccleastical gov- 
ernment seemed in general to sub- 
sist, it varied by imperceptible 
steps from the primitive rule, and 
degenerated towards the form of a 
religious monarchy. ‘ One ofthe 
principal authors of this change, 
was Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, 
who pleaded for the power ofthe 
bishops with more zeal and vehe- 
mence, than had ever been hith- 
erto employed in this cause, tho’ 
not with an unshaken constancy 
and perseverance, for, in difficult 
and perilous times necessity some- 
times obliged him to yield, and 
to submit several things to the 


‘judgment and authority of the 


church.” 

“This change, in the form of 
eccleasticas government, was soon 
followed by a train of vices, which 
dishonored the character and au- 
thority of those to whom the ad- 
ministration of the church was 
committed. For, although seve- 
ral yet continued to exhibit to 
the world illustrious examples of 
christian virtue and piety, yet ma- 


hny were sunk in luxury and yo- 


luptuousness, puffed up with yan- 
ity, arrogance, and ambition, pos- 
sessed with a spirit of contention 


‘and discord, and addicted to many 
a practice till some time in the third cen-| other vice 


s that cast an undeserved 
reproath upon the holy religion, 
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of which they were the unworthy) 
professors and ministers. This} 
is testified in such an ample man-! 
ner, by the repeated complaints, 
of many of the most respectable; 
writers of this age,* that truth will} 
not permit us to spread the veil, 


of the church which was situated 
in the metropolis or chief city of 
the province) acted with a kind 
of superiority over the bishops in 
his province; and also that the 
bishops of Rome, Antioch, and 
Alexandria. seemed to claim a su- 


which we should otherwise be de-' periority over the rest, as being 
sirous to cest over such cnormi-l!at the head of primitive and apos- 


tics among an order so sacred.— 
The bishops assumed, in many 
places, a princely authority, par- 
ticularly those who had the great- 
umber of churches under in- 
spection, and who presided over 
the most opulent assemblics.— 
They appropriated to their evan- 
gelcal function t'ie splendid en- 
signs of a temporal majesty. A 
throne, surroynded with minis- 
isters, exalted above his equals. 
the servant of the meek and hum- 
ble Jesus; and sumptuous gar- 
ments dazzled the cyes and the 
minds of the multitude into an ig- 
norant veneration for their arro- 
gated authority. The example of 
the bishops was ambitiously fol- 
lowed by the presbyters, who, ne- 
electing the sacred duties of their 
station, abandoned themselves to 
the indolence and delicacy of an 
effeminate and luxorious lite.— 
‘The deacons beholding the pres- 
byters deserting thus their tunc- 
tions, boldly usurped their rights 
and privileges, and the effects of 
a corrupt ambition were spread 
through every rank of the sacred 
order.” 

About the beginning of the 4th 
century it appears that each chris- 





tian assembly or church, was gov- 
ered by a bishop who was chosen | 
by the suffrage of the members, 
and that one bishop in each pro- 
vince (and commonly the bishop 





* Eurebius’ Eccles. Hist. Lib. 
Hing. chop. 1. fia. 91; 7c. 


tolic churches; but it does not 
appear, that the power of these 
prelates were at this time, parti- 
cularly defined, or the limits of 
their several jurisdictions describ- 
ed. Three hundred years since 
the birth of our Saviour had then 
elapsed, during which period, se- 
veral of the Roman emperors suf- 
fered the christians to enjoy their 
religion in quiet, a few of these 
emperors scemed to favor their 
religion; but the greater part of 
them persecuted the disciples of 
Jesus with unheard of cruelty and 
unrelenting fury, which checked 
in a measure the workings of the 
mystery of iniquity: but the most 
violent and bloody persecution 
which the christians suffered in 
these times, was begun in the year 
303, and continued to rage with 
more or less fury, tll the year 
312; about which period, Con- 
stantine, who was afterwards called 
the great, having triumphed over 
his competitors, and made his way 
to the throne, caused persecution 
to cease throughout the empire, 
and suffered the christians to en- 
joy the free exercise of their re- 
ligion in peace. About the ycar 
325 this emperor publicly pro- 
fessed christianity ; although it ap- 
pears that he continued in a cate- 
chumen state, and was not bap- 
tized until a short time before his 
death, which happened, A. D. 337. 
Itis said, that he deferred his bap- 
tism on account of a prevailing 


| opinion, “that sins committed af: 
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ter baptism, was difficult to atone, rather than to support truth, or 
for,’ which occasioned many in}detect error; the pious few were 
those days to delay baptism until overpowered by the hcentious 
they found that de ath was fast ap-|mulutude, and were compiled to 
proachi me; “that, being washed | mourn in sjlence the prevalence 
trom their sins, they might ascend | ‘of those vices which they had not 
pure and holy to the celestial ‘strength to oppose, or if any had 
world. ,zeal and courage cnough to op- 
Constantine the great, it ap- pose the prevailing enormities, 
pears, did not establish the chris-|the cry of heretic, or schismatic, 
tian religion by law, but he did was immediately raised against 
what was equivalent, he neither! them, they were accused of hold- 
rewarded nor encouraged any oth-| ing monstrous errors, and con- 
cr, and towards the end of his life’ demned by a council perhaps cad- 
he ordered the idolatrous temples led for that very purpose, and si- 
to be either shutup or demolished;!lenced by the arm ot civil power. 
he persecuted the heathen priests, Lhe greater part of the bishops 
and put some retactory to death -{affected to imitate the pomp and 
he new-modeied the external form|:uxury of courts, and sovereign 
of the church, and advanced the’ princes; but the bishop of Rowe 
aspiring prelates of Kome, Anti-; surpassed them all in the oppu-. 
och and Alexandria, toa degree! lence of his church, the splendor 
of pre-eminence above the other, of his equipage, the luxury of his 
bishops; to these he added the! t table, and the number of his syco- 
bishop of Constantinople, atter he'phants, dupes and flatterers, and 
had removed the seat of his em-' although he did not as yet assume 
pire from Rome to that city.— unlimited authority in the chris- 
‘These four bishops being thus tian church; yet, he was esteem- 
exalted above their fellows, took ed the first bishop in order and 
on themselves the Jewish title of digmity, and of consequence was 
Patnarchs—the next in rank to often consulted in matters of the 
them was the LExarchs, who su- highest importance, and it was in 
perintended several provinces—,this century the steps were laid, 
then came the Metropolitans, who} by which he afterwards mounted 
had the care of a province—then the papal throne. 
followed the Archbiships, who} ‘Phe monks and hermits who 
presided over certain districts, and | had hitherto lived solitary lives in 
the Bishops brought up the rear|the deserts of Egypt and Syria, on 
of this ghostly train. the return of peace to the church, 
The history of the church in began to emerge trom their ob- 
this century appears to be a dis-|scure retreats; some of their chiefs 
agreeable detail of scandalous con-|had formed them into regular 
tentions, ambitious quarrels, and communities, under a vow ot per- 
endless animosities amongst the |petual celibacy and chastity, and 
clergy in general, and the bishops ! formed rules for their government 
m particular, and the chief ground |and manner of living, and in or- 
of these contentions was, which|der that they might shew some 
should be accounted the greatest. authority for their practice, they 
Councils were called and held, it] produceda book pretended to have 
would seem, to gaim victories, }been written by Dionesius the are 
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opagite the di sciple of the AP OS fap ITAUY, WApODs of scripture reas 
the Paul,* but in fact was the pro-!son, and sound doctrine, but by 
duction of some fanatic in this}the coercive power of penal laws, 
century. © They in a short time,}and civil authority; thus crror and 
spread themselves over Egypt,jsuperstition triumphed over truth 
Syria, Mesopotamia, and ‘all the|and virtue. 
Kast, and from thence passed into 
Italy, and spread with amazing 
rapidity over all the christian 


+ The primitive christians had 
tbut few, if any, buildings erected 


oi a ae b s+ Bahatical solely for the purpose of divine 
yi world; they, by their fanatical) vorshin, they gencrally occupied 


cal, sanctimonious looks and sin-| come room ina private house, and 
‘ah gular austerities, were held Min times of persecution frequently 
i high esteem, and great veneration | held their meetings in vaults, cel- 
amongst all ranks of the people,}jars, op other subterrancous pla- 
both clergy and laity; the richtces; but about the middle of this 
and the opulent erected commo- century,numbers of elegant build- 
dious and comfortable buildingsst ings were erected for the worship 
‘that the monks and holy virgins] of" God—the rich poured forth 
might serve God in a comfortable] their tre asures, princes exhibited 
manner’—these buildings were/their munificence, and the poor 
called convents and monasteries 5] cast in their mites for this lauda- 
they chose ther own governors} pie purpose, and for the better 
cut of their order; the governor] convenience of the administration 
of a convent of monks was called] ofthe ordinance of baptism (which 
abbot or father, and the lady who] was at this time performed by im- 
governed a convent of nuns, Was) mersion) elegant baptisteries were 
| called abdess or mother prepared with convenient apart- 
That absurd and wicked max-|ments for dressing, &c. All this 
im which was received by a hum-jwas commendable; but matters 
ber in the third century was, it; were carried to an extreme; it 
i seems, almost generally received; 
i in this, to wit: Zhat it was an act 

















was_a received opinion among the 
idolatrous heathen, that a country 





of virtue to deceive and lie, when|or state was more or less prosper- 
by these means, the interest of the|ous in proportion to the number 
church might be promoted. Ano-|lof fanes, and temples, which were 
i ther maxim equally pernicious and]Jerected in it to the honor of the 
, wicked in another point of view,}God; this notion was imbibed by 
‘E was, that “rrors in Religion|the christians. The tombs of 
pi when maintained and adhered to, martyrs were carefully sought for, 
Ba after profer admonition, were|sumptuous buildings were often 
a) frunishable with civil frenalties,) erected over or near them, yearly 
: and corforal tortures’—hence|] festivals to their honor was insti- 


the ruling party, who called them-]tuted, and they were honored with 
‘ selves orthodox, put to silence ja kind of religious worship, some- 
( those pious christians, who would |thing similar to that of the hea- 
have reformed the church, andi/then deities; certain tombs were 








i, brought religion back to its prim-|falsely given out for the sepul- 
Ft itive purity, not indeed by the/chres of saints and martyrs; the 
. 





aoe | list of the saints augmented with 
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were converted into martyrs—!equally to be seen in the heathen 


' 
Some buried the bones of dead: 


,temples and the christian church- 


men in certain retired places, and} es. 


then affirmed that they were di- 
divinely instructed by a dream,! 
body of some friend of) 
God lay there. Frequent pilgrim-| 
agres were undertaken to Pales- 
tine, and to the tombs of marty Psy 
as if there alone the sacred prin- 
ciples of virtue, and the certain 
hope of salvation, were to be ac- 
quired. The reins being once 
let loose to superstition, which 
knows no bounds, absurd notions 
and idle ceremontes muluplied| 
every dav, Quantities of dust and 
earth brought from Palestine and 
other places remarkable for their 
supposed sanctity, were handec 

about as the most powerful reme- 
dies against the violence of wick- 
ed spirits, and were bought anc 
sold every where at enormous 
prices. ‘The public processions 
and supplications, by which the 
pagans endeavored to appease 
their Gods, were now adopted in- 
to the christian worship, and cele- 
brated with great pomp and mag- 
nificence in several places. The 
virtues that had formerly been as- 
scribed to the heathen temples, to 
their lustrations, to the statutes of 
their gods and heroes, were now 
attributed to christian churches, 
to water consecrated by certain 
forms of prayer, and to the images 
of holy men. Hence it happen- 
ed, that, in these times, the reli- 
rion of the idolatrous Greeks and 
Romans, differed very little in its 
external appearance, from that of 
the christians—they had both a 
most pompous and splendid ritu- 
al. Georgeous robes, miters, ti- 
auras, Wak-tapers, crosiers, proces- 
sions, lustrations, images, gold 


We have now arrived at the 
conclusion of the fourth century, 
and shall conclude this letter, 
which is-‘longer than we first in- 
tended—as soon as convenient, 
you shall hear from us again. 

iiss. 

[From the Religious Intelligencer.} 

“ BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR 
AND KNOCK.” 

But how long will he knock? 
“Till his locks are wet with the 
drops of the night?” “TI opened 
to my beloved, but he had with- 
drawn himself and was gone; I 
sought him, but could not find 
him; I called him, but he gave 
ne no answer.’ 

liow awful is the state of those 
vho have been awakened during: 
' revival, and have resisted till 
the holy spirit has been grieved 
from them. We know of some 
who have been awakened. in the 

early part of the revival in this 
place, | New-Haven, Conn.] but 
while they were doubting whe- 
ther it was best to admit the hea- 
venly visitant, who was knocking 
at the door for entrance, or per- 
haps while they were preparing 
their disordered house for his ad- 
mission, He is gone. And now, 
when God has returned to us 
again with renewed offers of mer- 
cy, they have no convictions.— 
They are seeking him but cannot 
find him. Be careful, fellow sin- 
ner, how you decide even in tri- 
fling things, when God is striv- 
ing with you. He leaves you to 
your choice—and consequences 
coextensive with your eternal in- 
terests may be pending on your 
decision. Let parents and chil- 





and silver vases, and many such 


circumstances of pagegaty; were | fact, and take warning. 


dren read the following solemn 
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44 Behold Isiand at the door, &c.—Seek and ye shall find. 


A young lady during a revi-' 


val was broaght under convice, 
tions of sin, “and Was enquir- 
ing, with some degree of anxi- 


ety, What she should do! At; 


this crisis, the adversary of 
souls influenced the young peo-; 
ple in the place where she liv- 
ed to appomt a ball, and she 
was invited to attend ; but she 
declined, for she felt that the 


salvation of her soul was of 


more conseyuence. But she 
had a cruel father, who was a 
stranger to the Joys of religion 
himself, and he tho’t it would 
diminish the happiness of his 
daughter. He urged her to at- 
tend the ball—but she had no 
inclination. He at length told 
her if she would go he would 
purchase her a new dress.— 
‘Lhis temptation overcame her 
resolution—she consented to 
<0; and from that time her 
convictions left her. She went 
to the ball—and the next week 
was laid on a bed of sickness. 
A little before her death, she 
requested that the dress might 
be brought into the rvom and 
hung up before her. When 
her father came in, she pointed 
to the dress and said, **Fa- 


ther! there is the price of my}. 


soul.”? and soon after expir- 
ed. 


SEEK AND YE SHALML FIND. 


In one of ow neighbouring 


towns, Which has been and still! 


is highly favored with a revi- 
val, there were nearly an hun- 
dred impenitent signers, whose 


understanding appeared to be 
convinced of the necessity of 
‘religion, and that they should 
be miserable without it, enter- 
(ed into a written agreement 
witheach other, and their min. 
ister, that they would not cease 
to seck and enquire until they 
had found salvation. A num- 
ber of them have become hope- 
ful subjects of grace. 


In another place, when the 
minister was appointing meet- 
ings for the week in several 
places, a young man got up 
and said, there were meetings 
appointed for Christians to 
pray and worship God. 

There were meetings for the 
instruction of young converts, 
and meetings for those who 
were anxious for their souls, 
but there were no mectings for 
those who were thoughtless 
and stupid—he would there- 
fore invite all those who were 
thoughtless and stupid on the 
subject of religion, to meet at 
his house on such an evening. 
When the time arrived, to his 
astonishment, the room was 
filled with impenitent sinners. 
After waiting some time, he 
asked one of the oldest present 
if he would pray? No! was the 
answer—to the next, will you 
pray,sir? No! Will youpray? 
No! and thus he went through 
the room, and not one of them 
could pray. ‘This led to some 





‘solemn reflections.—Here is a 
company of perishing, immor- 
tal souls, going down to hell, 
not one among them that can 
The minds of many 





pray! 
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Seek and ye shall find—Mission Schools at Brainerd. 4 


were sulemnized by this singu-' 
lar meeting, and some were in 
tears. 

Do you ever reflect, fellow 
sinner, What would be your 
situation if there were no chris- 
tians in the world. Perhaps. 
you look upon them with pity , 
and contempt, while they are 
praying for your salvation.— 
Perhaps you are building your 
own hope of salvation ou their 
failings, and while you are 
building your own hope of sal- 
vation on their failings, and 
while you are living without 
prayer and without God in the 
world, you are often saying, I 
am as well off as these poor de- 
luded christians. But what 
would be the condition of this 
city were every praying soul to 
leave it—what kind of worship 
would be presented to God by 
any religious assembly which 
would probably be composed 
of the best part of society if 
there was not a christian a-| 
mong them—alas, we fear it 
would be like Sodom and Go- 
morrah. 





[ Relivious Intelligencer. 





From the Georzia Missionary. 

MISSION SCHOOLS AT BRAINERD. 

Messrs. Editors—Journeying 
lately in the Cherokee Nation, 
1 was favored with an opportu- 
nity of gratifying a wish which 
had leng been entertained, by 
visiting Brainerd, with some of 
the other missionary stations 





in that country. Icannot but: 


5 


the noblest feelings of our na- 
ture. 

The affirmative of the ques- 
tion which has heretofore been 
considered as problematical— 
whether these tawny sons of 
the forest can be civilized and 
evangelized, is become more 
and more probable by the con- 
firmation of fact and expert- 
ment. The advancement al- 
ready made inthis work is by 
no means inconsiderable. This 
would appear alone, (though 
other things show it) from the 
flourishing state of the schools 
and the friendly disposition 
gecnerally possessed by the na- 
tives towards them. ‘There 
was in the school at Brainerd, 
when I was there, about an 
hundred scholars. Most of 
them could read in-the Testa- 
ment; some of them wrote 2 
fair hand, and several were 
advanced in arithmetic and 
ography. Iwas with them on 
the Sabbath. Their appear- 
ance was becoming in cvery 
respect. "They were cleanly 
in their persons, decent in their 
dress, and decorous, to more, 
me thought, than an ordinary 
dezree, in their behaviour. 


‘To the preaching of the 
word, (which in the morning 
was in English, and in the eve- 
ning in Cherokee by an inter- 
preter) they listened with fixed 
attention. ‘Towards sun-set, 
they met a third time, to at- 
tend catechetical exercises.— 


think a visit to that interesting; The questions comprising the 
Spot, calculated to awake in|fundamental doctrines of our 
the heneyolent mind, some of religion, were answered with 


























46 Mission Schools at Brainerd —Conversion of Jews. 


ic ising prompitade and cer-eties of a christian community, 


rectness 3 and, as would ape, 
pear, waite intelligibly to them- 
selves, 


to receive those succours Whici li 


are necessary to conduct its 
They sung a nember « 


operations with vigor and suc- 


of hymns which they had com-' cess ? If solicitations of cha. 


mitted to memory, mostly in: 
Muglish, but sous in their na- 
tive tongue. 


ity are frequent and pressing, 


it is to be recollected that the 
{demands for them are not the 


Few, it is believed, could{less so; and to what use can 


listen to their singing without 
the mingled emotions of sur- 
prise and delight. ‘To hear 
the praises of Immanuel re- 
seund from the tongues of the 
youthful descendants of those 
wild inhabitants of the woods, 
and that with a melody of voice 
and jutness of performance 
which can scarcely be excel- 


led, if equalled, by those of 


equal age in civilized and im- 
proved society—to hear them 
chant the high praises of the 
Redeemer in their own Chero- 
kee language, that their pa- 


rents and kindred may join inj 


the song of Zion with the heart 
and understanding, must give 
scope, in the benevolent soul, 
to the exercise of those feelings 
which princes might envy. 


the gilts of heaven be better 
applied than in. lending what 
is not needful for ourselves, to 
the Lord? Who would not 
think his property well dispos- 
ed of, by being bestowed in 
charity, if he could by that 
means deserve to have inscrib- 
ed on his tomb-stone, the epi- 
taph of Athos of Rheims :—- 
‘He exported his fortune be- 
fore him into heaven by his 
charities ; he has gone thither 
to enjoy them.” 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE: 
JEWS’ SOCIETY. 
THIRTEENTH ANNIVERSARY, 

The Resolutions noticed the 


| following circumstances, as en- 


couragements to perseverance 
in labour and in prayer on be- 


The writer does not expect,‘ half of the House of Israel : 


nor design, to commnnicate 





‘The numereus and uaques- 


facts unknown to the public.!tionable testimonies received 
But is the tone of feeling a-' from abroad, of a gencral and 
mong the christian public in simultaneous spirit of inquiry 


our country sufficiently eleva 


founded on the pure principles 


rigines of our country, car- 


-,amung the Jewish People, in 
ted towards this cause of hu- 
manity? Ought not this cause, 
them to receive Christian in- 
of good will towards the abo-, 


various parts of the world— 
an increasing readiness among 


struction—the actual conver- 
sion of many individuals in dis- 


ried on through hardships, pri-| tant and unconnected places, 
vations and perils, and depen-.to the Faith of the Gospcel— 
dent for support on the chari- the growing feeling of com- 











passion, in various parts of the 
world, towards the ffouse of 
Israel—the translation of the 
New Testament into the Judeo 
Polish Language, by the Rev. 
B. N. Solomon—lis recent or- 
dination as Parist; and the 
renewed invitation to him of 
Prince Galitzin, under the aus- 
pieces of his Imperial Majesty, 
to exercise his ministry among 
his Polish brethren—the re- 
port of those persons who have 
visited the countries in which 
the Jews most numerously re- 
© side, of the probability of suc- 
= cess, under the Divine Bless. 
ing, to the Jabours of Mission- 
aries among them—and the 
consequent establishment, by 
the Society, of a Seminary 
for the Education of Mission- 
Paries to the Jews. 

1. That there is at this time 
amongst Christians, of various 
ranks and denominations, and 
)'n various parts of the globe, 
pan active and increasing spirit 
fof compassion towards the 
eJews, and of benevolent exer- 
stion for their spiritual im- 
© provement. 

2. That there exists on the 
part of the Jews themselves, 
in various places, a growing 
disposition to enquire into the 
‘ruths of christianity, and to 
eceive christian instruction, 
orally and by books, both by 
‘Tracts and by the New Testa- 
ment. 

_ 3. That several well authen- 
ticated instances, in places en- 
irely unconnected with each 


Conversion of the Jews: 





47 


actuaally embracing Christian- 
ily—many in secret, being re- 
strained from a public profes- 
sion by the fear of consequen- 
ces, but not a few also publicly, 
and that under circumstances 
peculiarly free (so far as men 
can judge) from suspicion, and 
like to prove, thro’ the blessing 
of God, eminently instrumen- 
tal in bringing others to exa- 
mine and adopt the great truths 
of the Gospel. | 

There is yet another point 
on which your Committee can- 
not forbear to remark, and 
that is 

4. The prevalance of an opin- 
ion among the Jews that their 
national conversion is net far 
distant. Some evidence-in sup- 
port of this conclusion has beea 
cited in the course of the ex- 
tracts already given from their 
foreign correspondence. ‘The 
importance of the fact induces 
them to add the following. 

Mr. Friedenberg mentions 
it as the opinion of some intel- 
ligent Jews, who affect them- 
selves to be neutral, «That 
the next generation of the Jews 
will all enter the Christian 
church, and that the new syn- 
agogue is the gradual transi- 
tion of it.” 

A learned Jew confessed to 
Mr. Diedrichs, of Elberfield, 
that **he conceived the time 
when the Messiah should ap- 
pear, to be elapsed, and that 
many others are of the same 
opinion.” 

The first of these opinions, 





Other, have occurred, of Jews 
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it will be observed, is that of 
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a modern, free-thinking Jew,'whom I have chosen. 


Judaical prejudices. ‘The fol- 


lowing is the view taken of the; 


same important subject by a 
converted Jew. 
qualified to form an estimate 
of the fact—the Joseph Berg- 
mann mentioned in this Re- 
port. He thus expresses him- 


self: «6.4 general conversion of 


the Jews appears really to be 
very near at hand.’ And what 
is the ground on which this 
learred Jew professcs to rest 
this opinion? Surely it is one 
which tlhe members of this So- 
ciety will not hear without 
emotion :—* For,”’ (says lie, ) 
«the Lord has raised a spirit 
of compassion & love towards 
this so leng neglected and op- 
pressed people.” ‘*It is not 
in one city,” he proceeds, « or 
one country only, that active 
care is taken for their tempo- 
ral and eternal happiness ; but 
in many countries, nay in dif- 
ferent parts of the world.”— 
And then he specifies this So- 
ciety, and the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties of England and Scotland, 
and what is doing in the East 
Indies and in America. 

Let every friend of Israel, 
then, have his hands strength- 
ened to exertion, and his heart 
excited to prayer, whilst he 
calls to mind the promises with 
which the committee conclude : 

‘«‘Fear not, O Jacob, my 
servant, and thou, Jesurum, 


A man well) 





For I 


who does not care much about will pour water upon him that 
the matter, the latter is that of:is thirsty, and floods upon the 
a more serious enquirer, but dry ground; I will pour my 
who is still under the power of spirit upon thy seed, and my 


blessing upon thine offspring ; 
and they shall spring up as 
among the grass, as willows 
by the water courses.” «6 And 
I will pour upon tbe house of 
David, and upon the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem the spirit of 
grace and supplication; and 
they shall look upon me whot 
they have pierced, and ‘they 
shall mourn for him as one 
mourneti: for his only son, and 
be in bitterness for him as ons 


that is in bitterness for Iris first 
born.”’ 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
In New-Haven, Connecticut. 

This highly favoured city is 
still refreshed by the vivily. 
ing influences of the Holy 
Spirit. We believe there has 
been no period since the com- 
mencement of the revival, 


which is now more than ¢j 


year, when there has not bee 
some anxiously inquiring what 
they should do to be saved.— 
Surely Christians ought to 
grow in grace, in such a frut- 


jul season, and when we sce 


the old cedars continuing fresh 


and strong, and the young ta 
king deep root and springing 


upwards, we have no reason to’ 


fear a drought. We see ne 


reason why this revival should 
ever stop if the faith of Chris- 
Brethren, be 
Let you" 


tians fail not. 
strong in the Lord. 
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fevivals of Religion—Pocetry. 


éxpectalions be limited only 
by the tender mercies of Him 
who has heard your prayers, 
and who is still more willing 
to bestow his spirit than par- 
ents are to give good gifts to 
their children. While we re- 
joice in the Lord, let us not be 
satishied with what he has 
done—let us not stop to count 
the number of hopeful subjects 
born into the kingdom, but 
look at the multitude that are 
pressing their way thro’ your 
prayers to destruction, and 
make a mighty effort for their 
salvation. And when there is 
but one soul left unreconciled 
to God, let us have a struggle 
with the devil for that soul. 
The revival in Middlebury, 
in this state, where there are 
about 66 hopeful subjects of 
grace, we understand still con- 
tinues with unabating power.- 
There are probably as many 
mere under deep conviction of 
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sin. In Southbury, Woodbu- 
ry, Terrington, and in several 
places inthe eastern part of 
the State the work is progress- 
ing. In Vermont the Lord 
continues to display the riches 
ofhis grace, especially in the 
western part of the state. “*In 
the towns,”’ says the Evangeli- 
cal Monitor, «* which we have 
already mentioned, as visited 
with showers of grace, the 
work is, generally progress- 
ing. Weare privileged to add 
to the list of towns thus fa- 
voured, Benson, Wallingford, 
Tinmouth, Bridport, Orwell, 
Shoreham and Cornwall. In 
Orwell and Shoreham, the 
work is very powerful. In 
the latter place 50 are the 
hopeful subjects of renewing 
erace, and multitudes besides 
are stopped in their career of 
sin, and are anxiously inqui- 
ring, «* What must we do to 
be saved ‘7? 








POKTRN. 


el new V ersion of the 23d Psalm. 


1. The Lord is my keeper, 


my shepherd, and guide, 


By him, all my wants are most amply supplied: 
He iets me lie down in green pastures of ease, 
And leads me beside the still waters of peace. 


2 My soul, he reclaims, when benighted, it strays, 
And instructs me, to walk in his own holy ways. 


Pil 


pass thro’ Death’s vale, without fear or alarm, 


Thy rod and thy staff shall protect me from harm. 


5. In the sight of my foes, he my banquet has spread, 
He cheers me with wine, and anointeth my head ; 
Such grace, thro’ my life, shall be ever ador’d, 


Forever Pll dwell in the 


house of the Lord. 
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AN ORIGINAL HYMN. 


1. How long shall anxious thoughts, my soul, 
In painful bondage bind; | 
When shall the balm of peace Control, 
And soothe my troubled mind ? 


Sey 


2. When shall disperse the weighty gloom 
That overhangs my days ; . 
When shall the light my soul illum, 
‘That now in darkness strays? 





8. When shall despair, his visage hide, 
A face I long have known ; 
When shall these weeping eyes be dried, 
And all my sorrows gone ? 


4, Not till, oh! Christ, thy glorious face, 
‘Thou dost to me impart; 
No, not until thy saving grace 
O’erflows this wretched heart. 


5. Each anxious thought, if thou would’st smiig; 
. Woald feel its blest control ; 
Sweet peace would pour her balm and oil, 
And soothe. my troubled soul. 


6. The weighty gloom that now o’erspreads 
And clouds my sunless days ; 
Oh! would such light thy presence sheds, 
Be lost amidst its rays. 


7. Despair would fly, if thou would’st deiga 

| To visit this sick heart ; 

Sweet Hope to light my soul again, 
Again to life would start. 


8. The tear of grief would cease to flowy 
I'd join in songs. of joy; . | 
With fiames of love my soul would glow, 
And praise, my tongue employ. 


in 
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(Ff Persons who are not subseribers for this publication, and who may wish 
to became subscribers, may be supplied with the whole series of numbers by 
sending a line to the Editor, or to Mr. James Laxrer, Editor of the Roanoke 
Sentinel, Danville. | 

OF Communications for this paper will be received, either by private cong 
veyange to the Fditor, or sent by mail directed to bim at Danville, Va. 
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